Inside The Immersive 9: A Bold New Option for K-5 Gifted Minds

by Gina Kaegi, Tempe Elementary Schools

Gifted children are often perceived as naturally successful, yet
many quietly struggle in traditional educational environments.
Their advanced thinking, deep curiosity, and heightened
sensitivity can make it difficult to find true academic and social
alignment. Without the right support, gifted students may
experience boredom, perfectionism, or a sense of disconnection
from their peers and learning.

In today’s standardized systems, even high-achieving students
can feel constrained by one-size-fits-all instruction. Gifted
learners don't just need to move faster —they need opportunities
to go deeper, to question, to create, and to engage meaningfully
with the world around them.

The Immersive 9 at the Arredondo campus offers a fresh and
exciting approach to gifted education. Here, students do more
than study subjects — they bring learning to life through
exploration, real-world problem-solving, and active
participation in their own educational journey. Each student
helps shape a personalized learning plan based around their
strengths, interests, and goals, building a strong sense of
ownership, confidence, purpose, and pride in their progress.
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Gifted education is not a one-size-fits-all model,

and | am deeply committed to ensuring that our

curriculum bends to meet the unique intellectual
and emotional needs of our students.

- Jaclyn Bycott, Principal

2

RANKING #

The DBest of Are:

2024 2025 2026

Elmentary Schools

Elementary
School District

Learning also extends well beyond the traditional classroom.
Students participate in project labs and explore opportunities in
Esports, coding, robotics, virtual reality, and 2D digital
environments. With advanced, integrated units of study that
incorporate design thinking, hands-on projects, and technology
as a tool for deeper learning, students are challenged to think
critically, communicate clearly, and collaborate creatively.

The highly qualified, credentialed staff specializes in gifted
education, supporting students’ need for connection and
independence while fostering social growth, reflection, and
confidence in their own voices and ideas. They also create a
welcoming space where gifted families can build relationships
and find meaningful support along the way.

With possible expansion to grades K-6 planned for the 2027-
2028 school year — and future growth to K-8 — The Immersive 9
is building a dynamic, tuition-free, supportive ecosystem,
welcoming families from across the Valley.

The Immersive 9 at the Arredondo Campus is conveniently
located off US 60 at 1330 E. Carson Drive, Tempe, AZ 85282.
Contact us to schedule an engaging tour at (480) 897-2744 or
visit immersive9.tempeschools.org.
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L to R: Jessica Monroe, TOSA; Jaclyn Bycott, Principal; and Jessica Zimmerman,
Gifted Experience & Design Specialist and AAGT President.

Be Curious. Be Encouraged.
Be Boundless.
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