Helping Our Parents

Understand the
Arizona Gifted

AAGT explains the ®
Arizona Gifted
Education Law
-
OVERVIEW
Arizona law ensures that every child with
advanced learning abilities receives an
education that matches their potential. School
districts must identify gifted children and
provide appropriate learning experiences
during the regular school day. Gifted

education is not extra or optional—it is a right
under Arizona law.

AAGT is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
supporting the needs of gifted children, their
families, and the educators who serve them.
This one-pager explains the Arizona Gifted
Education Law in clear, user-friendly
language for different audiences. Our goal is
to help every stakeholder understand what
the law requires and how it supports gifted
learners across Arizona.
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RESOURCES

AAGT
Family Resources Hub

Arizona Dept of Education
Gifted Parent Resources

NAGC
Family Tip Sheets

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

e Children scoring at or above the 97th
percentile on approved tests must be
identified as gifted.

e Arizona Public Schools must offer gifted

testing opportunities for students in grades K-
12 at least three times each school year..

e Gifted education must take place during the
regular school day, not after school.

e Each district must have a written “scope and
sequence” plan for identifying and serving
gifted children that is publicly available at
parental request.

¢ Parents must be informed about testing,
placement, and available services.

e Gifted services may include but are not
limited to enrichment, acceleration, and
flexible learning opportunities that match
each child’s needs..
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TIPS FOR PARENTS N Q

e Ask your school how they identify gifted
children and what programs are offered.

e Share your child’s strengths, interests, and
learning preferences with their teacher.

e Stay involved in your child’s gifted plan and
ask for regular updates.

¢ Remember that giffedness can look different
for every child—including those with learning
differences or language barriers.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
¢ How does my child’'s school identify and
serve gifted learners?

e What does gifted instruction look like in my
child’s classroom?

e How is my child’s social and emotional
development supported?

e Who can | contact if | have questions

about my child’s services?




FAQ

Q: Can | ask for my child to be tested?
A: Yes. Parents have the right to request gifted testing.

Q: What if we move to another district?

A: The new school must review your child’s records to determine
eligibility and appropriate placement for services without
unreasonable delay. Families should also check with their local
district, as some may offer gifted services and placement options
that may differ from prior school.

Q: Does every district have to offer gifted education?

A: Yes. Arizona law requires all public school districts o provide
gifted education. However, charter and private schools are not
required by law fo provide gifted services.

BEST PRACTICES FOR PARENTS
SUPPORT QUALITY GIFTED SERVICES FOR YOUR CHILD

¢ Learn about giftedness. Read about characteristics of gifted
children—including social and emotional needs like
perfectionism, sensitivity, or stress—and talk about them
openly with your child.

¢ Stay informed and involved. Ask your school about gifted
identification procedures, test dates, and program options.
Attend parent nights, showcases, or information sessions
offered by your district or AAGT.

e Advocate through partnership. Share your child’s strengths,
interests, and challenges with their teachers and gifted
coordinator. Ask how instruction is being adjusted to match
your child’s learning pace and depth.

¢ Monitor growth and wellbeing. Talk regularly with your child
about their classroom experience. If they feel bored, stressed,
or unchallenged, communicate concerns early so supports
can be adjusted.

¢ Promote balance and self-understanding. Encourage your
child to explore creativity, problem-solving, and a growth
mindset—understanding that effort and mistakes are part of
learning.

Connect with AAGT

arizonagifted.org
[© instagram.com/azgifted

E youtube.com/@arizonagiftedandtalented
facebook.com/ArizonaAssociationforGiftedandTalented

m linkedin.com/company/arizona-gifted-and-talented
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