
 

 

 
May 9, 2021 

 
Now is the Time to Invest in Gifted Education in Arizona! 

Support HB 2817 
 
 
The expansion of the Intel Corporation facilities in Arizona is exciting news for the economic 
development of our state.  In a recent segment of CBS News 60 Minutes broadcast (May 2, 2021),     
both the CEO of Intel, Pat Gelsinger, and TSMC Chairman, Mark Liu, were interviewed.  TSMC, located in 
Taiwan, is a leading manufacturer of chips.  Today 75% of semiconductor manufacturing is in Asia.   
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/semiconductor-chip-shortage-60-minutes-2021-05-02/ 
 
In response to a question about the need to rebalance the supply chain out of Asia, Mark Liu said, “I 
think U.S. ought to pursue to run faster, to invest in R&D, to produce more Ph.D., master, bachelor 
students to get into this manufacturing field.” 
 
Not only will Intel be expanding its operations in Arizona, TSMC announced it plans to build a new 
manufacturing facility in Phoenix as well.   
 
Who will fill all the job vacancies that will be available in our own backyard?   
 
“The rapid pace of technological advancement is fundamentally changing the skills needed for jobs of 
the future.” (Intel Corporation, intel.com) 
 
Gifted education is key to developing a highly skilled labor force.  Corporations like Intel, seek employees 
who are skilled in critical thinking, creative problem solving, and collaborative endeavors in order to 
adapt to solving the yet unidentified challenges in the future. 
 
“The current education systems…teach yesterday’s skills to tomorrow’s graduates.” (Intel.com) 
 
Today’s students need a comprehensive K-12 education that provides the acquisition of knowledge in a 
variety of domains, opportunities for advanced learning, problem and project-based learning 
experiences,  small group collaboration and support in social and emotional development to be able to 
confidently take risks, accept new challenges and work with others. 
 
The trajectory to a college education begins as early as Kindergarten with opportunities to identify 
students with high potential and develop talent.  Teachers should be equipped with knowledge to 
identify potential advanced talent all along each student’s learning journey.  Gifts and talents should be 
nourished and developed throughout their K-12 education, so they are prepared to take advanced 
classes and go on, well equipped, to higher level learning opportunities. 
 



 

 

It is time to invest in the intellectual capital of our state.  It is time Arizona becomes the leader in talent 
development as it is now destined to be with the presence of Intel and TSMC in the state. 
 
HB 2817 is a start in the creation of a new educational system that recognizes and develops gifts and 
talents from all demographics and all corners of the state.   
 
HB 2817 adds Gifted to Group B weights.  Doing so provides dedicated, ongoing funding.  Districts and 
Charter Schools will be able to create a comprehensive K-12 plan for Gifted Education where students 
will be challenged at a level commensurate with their abilities. Teachers, counselors, and administrators 
will benefit from professional development in the area of Gifted Education so as to continually update 
and improve programs and services to suit each schools’ talent pool. Group B weight funds will also 
provide better assessment tools to cast a wider net in identification of gifted students. 
 
An amendment to HB 2817 provides funding for Universal Screening, which is the practice of assessing 
all students in a grade level, rather than assessing only students recommended by parents or teachers. 
Universal Screening results in increased identification of minority students, students from poverty, 
female, and ELL students, all typically underrepresented in gifted programs.  Universal Screening 
captures all students with high potential who don’t otherwise exhibit obvious gifted behavior in the 
classroom.  
 
Adding Gifted to Group B weight provides one to two million dollars in funding.   The amendment 
funding Universal Screening has a projected cost of approximately $850,000. 
 
To prepare our students for the high-level jobs coming to our state, it is important to start now!   
 
Please support adding Gifted to Group B weight and funding for Universal Screening. 
 
Thank you for your continued support for all students in Arizona, including gifted.  Please contact me if 
you have any questions.  Enjoy the attached view into a multi-age gifted classroom! 
 
Sincerely, 
Donna J. Campbell, M.Ed. 
Advocacy Chair 
Arizona Association for Gifted and Talented 
dcampbell@azgifted.com 
480-495-5719 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A View into a Multiage Gifted Classroom 
Connie Crowley, Teacher 
Liberty School District 
 
Here is a picture of a fourth grade and a fifth grade student working on coding in their gifted and 
talented classroom. This classroom allows projects that are outside of the ordinary and gives 
students visionary opportunities in order to find solutions in our world.  
 
The students are trying to fix a mission to Mars gone wrong, to find solutions to repair their ship 
so that they can return to earth.  
 
The parents of the students have supported this program through their financial 
donations.  However, without this type of classroom in which the Liberty Elementary 25 District 
supports, these students’ talents would never blossom. They are the future and the talent our 
world needs.  
 
This is why more than ever GT programs need to be supported financially. 
 
 
 

 
  


