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Overview

● Introduce the basics of Genius Hour
● Research behind Genius Hour
● Gifted Learner Applications
● Implementation
● Scheduling
● Presenting 
● Grading
● Taking Genius Hour to the next level!



Overview

Different ways to incorporate Genius Hour in YOUR classroom!

● Gen Ed Classroom; RTI option
● Exploratory
● Option for gifted learners
● Curriculum Enrichment



What is Genius Hour?

What is Genius Hour?

Originally created by Google (20% time)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMFQUtHsWhc&feature=youtu.be&list=PLrMqXQ2J_13uWU25oYfe-svfL3eLzafpP
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2n7EelMbzG0


Research supporting PBL also supports 
Genius Hour

THE CONNECTION BETWEEN CHOICE, INQUIRY, AND STUDENT 

ENGAGEMENT/ACHIEVEMENT

Studies comparing learning outcomes for students taught via project-based learning 
versus traditional instruction show that when implemented well, PBL increases 
long-term retention of content, helps students perform as well as or better than 
traditional learners in high-stakes tests, improves problem-solving and collaboration 
skills, and improves students’ attitudes towards learning (Strobel & van Barneveld, 2009; 
Walker & Leary, 2009).

https://www.edutopia.org/pbl-research-annotated-bibliography#strobel
https://www.edutopia.org/pbl-research-annotated-bibliography#walker


More Research to support Genius Hour

 “Project Based Learning has been shown to yield a number of benefits for students, 
ranging from deeper learning of academic content to stronger motivation to learn. 
Looking specifically at how PBL supports 21st century learning goals, we can find 
several promising areas, including:

● Academic Achievement
● 21st Century Competencies
● Equity
● Motivation
● Teacher Satisfaction



Where are you at in the steps?
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In the Gen Ed Room

● Start with the question: “What are you passionate about?”  OR
● A question that has arisen in class that we do not have enough time to fully 

answer.
● Setting aside time for them to complete the steps; getting permission first 

before researching and moving forward.
● Holding them accountable for the time to complete the project.



How does Genius Hour fit the Gifted Learner?

● High engagement when exploring a passion
● Creates Self Directed Learners
● Promotes creativity and inspires students to research on own
● Enhances communication skills (partners)
● Share finished work on a larger scale (increases rigor)
● Self-Reflection and Personal Growth 
● Creates a Growth Mindset- students grow as they learn



Introducing Genius Hour to 
your students



Introducing Genius Hour to Students

Three Main Rules:

1. Must start with a driving question 
2. Must include research
3. Project must be shared (with the class or the 

entire world)

(Kesler & Juliani, 2018)



What are you passionate about?
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Passion Madness Bracket...Narrowing it 
down
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Teaching your students how to ask an 
open-ended question:

● Can not be simply answered
● Needs more than “Yes” “No”
● Delve deeper than Google

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/open-ended-questions-ousd


What happens when a student can’t find a 
question or just isn’t engaged?

● Prompt them- 
How do we move on from here?

● Challenge is helping the student think 
forward

● Growth vs. Fixed Mindset
● Power of ‘yet’



Photos of Bulletin Boards



Shark Tank Pitch!
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Action Plan
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Researching 



Student Researching Strategies

➔ Help students outline a list of questions that correlate 
with main question or content.

➔ Meet with students frequently to ensure that everything 
relates to driving question

➔ Graphic Organizers to help guide research
➔ Mini lessons- teachers model strategies they want 

students to utilize



Research and Reflection

Remember, a lot of genius hour is about the process, not just the final 
presentation.

Frequent check ins  along the way (possible blog entries) will avoid the 
‘unanswered question’

Discuss failures along the way and the importance of learning from them





Presentations



Presentation options...

Copyright: A.J. Juliani Webinar; 1-5-20 Getting Started with Genius Hour



Every student 
has a voice.
Let’s amplify



Samples 

Website about “Best Vacation Sites” (4th grader)

https://imllhappy.weebly.com/

Website about “The perfect dog for you!” (4th Grade)

http://waginplay.myfreesites.net/t

https://imllhappy.weebly.com/
http://waginplay.myfreesites.net/
https://sites.google.com/s/0B5przQ-7JZohSTdKcTZKN2N0a0E/p/1pvmxChEFnR4xWTIGtGFQzFK64mIdTCnU/edit


Genius Hour this year:

Challenge: Asking questions and delving deeper

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1En4vAONkt7m2NoWxI-2czQ3A6d-Y2zk9E0BIwfck6wQ/edit?usp=sharing


Example of a child’s presentation:

https://youtu.be/Z0l9PiWheVs
https://youtu.be/Z0l9PiWheVs


Grading and Reflection



Grading Ideas/ Reflection

Remember; this is a process….

● Contract
● Check-in’s along the way; 

progress monitoring

● Presentation of final product
● Self-Reflection



EPIC Failures: Journal
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What did I learn?
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GRIT Rubric



Presentation Rubric



Taking Genius Hour to the 
Next Level!



20 Time; Based on Real World Problems

★ Real World Application
★ Global Awareness
★ Increases Problem Solving Skills
★ Allows for Self Reflection 

and Improvement

https://docs.google.com/a/dvusd.org/file/d/0BxARPpNsXveSc0puRWZwdkg1SDg/view


20 Time Student Examples
Water for Sudan

https://sites.google.com/u/0/s/172IHcvREAAIVkbC1FZQLxwh6kBJaIdy8/p/1Avlc
OnvbrH4LfG8DxmV_7n6heRZRRysq/preview

Water for Sudan

https://sites.google.com/s/1Pu0ZvXCEDrkVCTrastcDUadlIKQRQgqK/edit?ts=5c5
1f3f3

Climate Change

https://sites.google.com/u/0/s/1dFtc4GEZqm0OGVtaDldGdWPVl5YYEZwa/p/14E
Gyln56kk-7OWNA6OcyBjali93B63J7/preview

https://sites.google.com/u/0/s/172IHcvREAAIVkbC1FZQLxwh6kBJaIdy8/p/1AvlcOnvbrH4LfG8DxmV_7n6heRZRRysq/preview
https://sites.google.com/u/0/s/172IHcvREAAIVkbC1FZQLxwh6kBJaIdy8/p/1AvlcOnvbrH4LfG8DxmV_7n6heRZRRysq/preview
https://sites.google.com/s/1Pu0ZvXCEDrkVCTrastcDUadlIKQRQgqK/edit?ts=5c51f3f3
https://sites.google.com/s/1Pu0ZvXCEDrkVCTrastcDUadlIKQRQgqK/edit?ts=5c51f3f3
https://sites.google.com/u/0/s/1dFtc4GEZqm0OGVtaDldGdWPVl5YYEZwa/p/14EGyln56kk-7OWNA6OcyBjali93B63J7/preview
https://sites.google.com/u/0/s/1dFtc4GEZqm0OGVtaDldGdWPVl5YYEZwa/p/14EGyln56kk-7OWNA6OcyBjali93B63J7/preview


Little Big History Project Connection

Bighistoryproject.com

Students research an object/theme of their choice.

Has to show a historical perspective, plus two other disciplinary perspectives.

Has to show past and future implications, and what our world would be without 
it. 

LBH of the VIolin

https://bhpcourse-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kathyh_bighistoryproject_com/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fkathyh%5Fbighistoryproject%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2FAttachments%2FLittle%20Big%20History%20of%20the%20Violin%281%29%2Emp4&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fkathyh%5Fbighistoryproject%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2FAttachments&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9iaHBjb3Vyc2UtbXkuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOnY6L2cvcGVyc29uYWwva2F0aHloX2JpZ2hpc3Rvcnlwcm9qZWN0X2NvbS9FZndpVnRfYTVKUkNzYllHd01qLV8xZ0JScWtmX2lkSDh6Z2xGVXJUQ3RONUhnP3J0aW1lPUFUN2ZoQVdsMTBn


Summary/Takeaways

Text: JAIMEHANSEN551  to  22333
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