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What I’ve
Learned

from Gifted CHILDREN:
Remember the Gift in Gifted

• There isn’t an all purpose gifted child



Relative Risk Ratio

State 
1

State 
2

State 
3

Likelihood of identification for FRPL students 0.26 0.42 0.36

Likelihood of identification for African Americans 0.31 0.52 0.35

Likelihood of identification for Hispanics 0.42 0.53 0.82

Likelihood of identification for ELs 0.29 0.65 0.55

Likelihood of identification for Whites 2.53 1.67 1.69

Likelihood of identification for Asians 2.18 1.63 2.47

Likelihood of identification for students NOT FRL, 
Afr. Am., Hispanic, or Native American

6.12 2.73 3.42



Probability of identification as gifted for reference students 
and students who are EL, Free and Reduced Lunch, and 
Underserved after controlling for Reading and Math scores 
and school SES and school percentage of gifted students
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Improved 
Acceptance 
and Placement 
for Gifted 
Services

Change in 
Identification 
Practices

Modifications 
in Program 
Services

Develop Practice 
of Being Talent 
Scouts Increase 

Trustworthiness of 
Communications

• Identification 
Preparation 
Opportunities

• Universal 
Screening

• Alternative 
Identification 
Pathways

• More 
Frequent 
Screening

• Culturally 
Appropriate 
Assessments

Increased 
Identification of 
EL Students for 
Gifted Services

• Inclusion of 
Culturally 
Responsive 
Curriculum

• Adding Support 
Services to Ensure 
Student Success

Champion 
for 
Identifying 
EL Students

Professional 
Development

Evolution of a 
Web of 
Communication  
Among 
Administration, 
Faculty, Staff, 
Specialists, & 
Parents/Guardians

Improved School 
Personnel 
Awareness of EL 
Identification 
Issues

Model for 
Improving 
Identification of 
EL Students 
National Center for Research on 
Gifted Education 
(http://ncrge.uconn.edu) 



Talent Scout

Deficit 
Detective



http://ncrge.uconn.edu



1. Teach them to 
love the field

2. Develop their 
skills and 
discipline

3. Help them to 
make a unique 
contribution

…nor is there an all-purpose 
teacher of the gifted…

Benjamin 
Bloom 







• There isn’t an all purpose gifted child

• There isn’t a “one size fits all” 
curriculum for all students or even for 

gifted students as a group
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“You might forget 
how to do it. You 
need to practice.”Every Child has 

a right to learn 
something new 

every day



Real 
Products

for a  Real 
Audience

Garth’s Photo Exhibit



• There isn’t an all purpose gifted child

• There isn’t a “one size fits all” curriculum

• Gifted students don’t always love 
learning everything
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PE

R
C

EN
TA

G
E

1 2   3 4   5   6   7   8   9   10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18
AGE

100

75

50

25

0





“I don’t want to be 
challenged.  I want to be 
intellectually stimulated.”



nterest is an 
excellent self-
reported predictor 
of achievement



Siegle, D., Rubenstein, L. D., Pollard, E., & Romey, E. (2010). Exploring the relationship of college freshman honors 
students’ effort and ability attribution, interest, and implicit theory of intelligence with perceived ability. Gifted Child 
Quarterly, 54, 92-101. doi:10.1177/0016986209355975



• There isn’t an all purpose gifted child

• There isn’t a “one size fits all” curriculum

•Gifted students don’t always love learning everything

• Service the strength that brought the 
child to your attention in the first place
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10 GOTO 23: FOR A= 1 TO 20 :NEXT A: PRINT: IF A=1 THEN 
B=23: GOSUB 200: INPUT A$: PRINT A$: GET C: 10 GOTO 23: 
FOR A= 1 TO 20 :NEXT A: PRINT: IF A=1 THEN B=23: GOSUB 
200: INPUT A$: PRINT A$: GET C

10 PRINT “ENTER A WORD”;
20 INPUT A$
25 B = LEN (A$)
30 PRINT “THE LENGTH OF “; A$; “ IS 

“; B
32D=B/2
33 IF D <> INT(D) THEN D=INT(D + .5)
36 C$=MID$(A$,D)
40 PRINT “THE MIDDLE LETTER OF 

“; A$ ; “ IS “ C$



ost public schools              
are practicing a deficit 

model…We’re so concerned with 
diagnosing what the child can’t do 
that we spend …the year beating 

him or her to death with it.

- Joseph S. Renzulli

M



• There isn’t an all purpose gifted child

• There isn’t a “one size fits all” curriculum

• Gifted students don’t always love learning everything

•Service the strength that brought the child to your attention 
in the first place 

•Students need to know about their 
giftedness
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Teacher Rating of Students

Student Self-Rating

R2 = .52Quality of 
Work Ability

R2 = .66
Quality of 

Work Ability R2 = .63
Quality of 

Work Effort

R2 = .11

Quality of 
Work Effort



Unfortunately…many 
young people believe 
making mistakes means 
they are not smart and 
that having to work hard 
means they are not 
smart.



performance
oals

learning/mastery

oals
Carol Dweck

Entity
(Fixed 

Mindset)

Incremental
(Growth Mindset)



For gifted children 
with a performance 

orientation, every 
challenging task is a 

test of their 
giftedness. 



• There isn’t an all purpose gifted child

• There isn’t a “one size fits all” curriculum

• Gifted students don’t always love learning everything

• Service the strength that brought the child to your attention 
in the first place

• Students need to know about their giftedness

• Support and encouragement are paramount
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Passionate
Hard 

Working

Meaningful 
Content

Challenge

Useful

Caring
Knowledgeable

Siegle, D., Rubenstein, L. D., & Mitchell, M. S. (2014). 
Honors students’ perceptions of their high school 
experiences: The influence of teachers. Gifted Child 
Quarterly, 58, 35-50. 



What does being a 
knowledgeable teacher 

promote?
1. Self-efficacy to Learn

2. Differentiation of Content

3. Variety of Instructional Strategies

4. Interdisciplinary Connections Which 
Promote Meaningful Learning





LESSONS

scholar
politician

artist
humanitarian

fr
om

 a



What would 
Albert 
Einstein 
say to 
students if 
he were 
here today?



“Bear in mind that the 
wonderful things you 
learn in your schools 
are the work of many 
generations, produced 
by enthusiastic effort 
and infinite labor in 
every country of the 
world. All this is put 
into your hands as your 
inheritance in order that you may receive it, 
honor it, add to it, and one day faithfully 
hand it to your children.”    -Albert Einstein, 1934



Seek

Shape 

Share 
Knowledge 

for
Understanding



Abraham Lincoln 
started out as a 
captain at the 
beginning of the 
Blackhawk War; 
by the end of the 
war, he had 
been demoted to 
private.

Failed in business in 1831.

Defeated for Legislature in 1832.

Second failure in business in 1833.

Suffered nervous breakdown in 1836.

Defeated for Speaker in 1838.

Defeated for Elector in 1840.

Defeated for Congress in 1848.

Defeated for Vice President in 1856.

Defeated for Senate in 1858.

Elected President in 1860.



Seek

Shape 

Share 
Knowledge 

for
Understanding

Setbacks create
opportunities. 



Ansel Adams
"The perfect is the enemy of the good"



“Use what 
talents you 

possess; the 
woods would be 
very silent if no 

birds sang there 
except those 

that sang best.”
-Henry Van Dyke



Seek

Shape 

Share 
Knowledge 

for
Understanding

Setbacks create
opportunities. 

aiting
for 

something 
to be 

perfect 
results in 
missed 

opportunities. 

W



“We can do 
no great 
things; only 
small things 
with great 
love.”
- Mother Teresa



Seek

Shape 

Share 
Knowledge 

for
Understanding

Setbacks create
opportunities. 

aiting
for 

something 
to be 

perfect 
results in 
missed 

opportunities. 
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GREAT 
ThinGs

hAppEn in 
smAll 

incREmEnTs



OBLIGATIONS

EACH 
OF 
US 

HAS 



Develop 
the 

talents 
you were 

given.



Pass on 
what 
you 
have 
learned.



Leave 
the 

world 
better 
than 
you 

found it.



SIGNIFICANT
Relationships



Teachers and Students Have a 
Symbiotic Relationship



•control
•choices

•challenge
•complexity

•caring

(Kanevsky & Keighley, 2003).

What 
gifted 
high 
school 
students 
seek 



Chad

“How’s life?”



Chad

“Thanks for helping 
me with my family 

problems.”



What does every 
parent want for 
his or her child?



Resources
Intimacy
Competency
Health



THE POWER 
IN BEING 

OURSELVES



Each of us is unique.
We are a once in all of 
history event.

No one is better at being us
than we are.



When placed 
in appropriate 
environments, 
all living 
things 
flourish.



Lead a creative life

Take risks

Take a second, a third, a fourth look...see 
the uniqueness in each thing as well as the 

commonality across all things

Don't be afraid to defy the crowd

Fall in love with what you are doing 
knowing there is value in everything and 

everyone



Every 
single person makes 

a difference every 
single day.

- Jane Goodall



You Are 
That 

Person
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