
A World of Potential: 
Gifted 

English Language Learners

Welcome
to



IDENTIFICATION:

Who are your gifted English 
language learners?
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➢ 60-75% of people speak at 
least two languages

➢ Many countries have more 
than one official language 
(South Africa has 11)

➢ Globally, monolinguals are in 
the minority

Worldwide...
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data (CCD), "Local Education Agency 
Universe Survey," 2015–16. See Digest of Education Statistics 2017, table 204.20.
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The 
STATISTICS
Percentage of Elementary 
and Secondary Students 
enrolled in public schools 
who are ELLs

Nationwide...

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cgf.asp#info


➢ English language learners 
make up approximately  25% 
of our population

➢ Gifted individuals make up 
approximately 4-6% of the 
general population; CESD 
has identified ~5% of our 
population as gifted

Locally:An Example from CESD District #83:
(2020, Maryvale, AZ)
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Student
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Gifted

English 
Language 
Learners



Main Threats to Test Score 
Validity for ELLs:

➢ Acculturative Knowledge 
Acquisition – Not Item Content 

➢ Developmental Language 
Proficiency – Not Race or Ethnicity

Source: Samuel O. Ortiz, Ph.D. St. John’s University

6

Promote Equity of 
Identification in your Gifted 
Program by:

1. Providing teacher/administrator 
education in recognizing gifted traits

2. Blanket’ Testing using NNAT
3. Accepting students into your 

program using localized norms



STRENGTHS:

What are the strengths of your 
gifted English language 
learners?
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8

English 

Language 

Literacy
➢ General Strengths of 

Bilingualism/Multilingualism
➢ Areas of Giftedness
➢ Individual Student Aptitudes 

& Interests

Leveraging Your Students’ Strengths



TOOLS:

How can you best serve your 
gifted English language 
learners?
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Tool #1: Knowing Your Students 

Recognize that each gifted 
English language learner is 
unique.
➢ Enlist Interest Surveys and 

Interviews
➢ Record the Information
➢ Engage your students by 

tapping into their strengths, 
interests, and experiences
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Tool #2: Making High Expectations 
Explicit
➢ Content (and language) 

objectives are posted and orally 
stated in student-friendly 
language

➢ Explanation of Academic  Tasks
➢ Exemplars
➢ Expectations for ALL students to 

engage fully during the lesson
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Tool #3: Facilitating Student Interaction
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➢ Mindful Groupings
➢ Accountable Talk
➢ Interactive Instruction

○ Kagan Structures
○ Museum Gallery Walk
○ Reader’s Theater
○ Role Play
○ Human Timeline



Tool #4: Visual Enrichments

➢ Charts, graphs, pictures, 
illustrations

➢ Multimedia
➢ Demonstrations
➢ Graphic Organizers
➢ Teacher-prepared 

outlines
➢ Highlighted Text
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Tool #5: Mindful Teacher-Talk

➢ Appropriate Speech
➢ Scaffolding
➢ Prompting, Questioning, 

Elaborating
➢ Giving Wait Time
➢ Think Alouds
➢ Teacher as Facilitator 

(‘Guide on the Side, versus ‘Sage on 
the Stage’)
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Tool #6: Hands-On Learning

➢ Manipulatives
➢ Realia
➢ Experience-Based 

Learning (PBL)
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Manipulatives provide a common language 
with which to communicate models to the 
teacher and other students.
Project-based learning: “gives students more 
than just words to grab onto”



Putting it All Together

Shades of Meaning:

Leverage students’ 
visual-learning 

preferences by using 
color to organize and 

rank words by ‘degrees.’

Quotation Station:

Leverage students’ 
flexibility and fluidity 
with words to push a 

simple summary to the 
symbolic level.  
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Number Balances:

Leverage students’ 
non-verbal giftedness 
and hands-on learning 

preferences to make 
abstract math concepts 

more concrete.



               Thank you!

@CESD83GATE

Cartwright Gifted
Education

Cartwright GATE

Christa Schwaiger:   
christa.schwaiger@csd83.org

Nicole Belden:         
nbelden@csd83.org


