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Meet our Cover Artist 
SUNDEE SPEAKMAN

Sundee is in the 3rd grade at Edison Elementary. She is the 
4th of 6 kids. She has 3 sisters and 2 brothers. Sundee loves 
being outdoors, playing games, spending time with friends, 
and being with her family. She tries her hardest to be kind 
to everyone she meets and she especially enjoys watching 
younger kids and is a very conscientious babysitter. Sundee 
has a big heart and is always mindful of those around her 
who need a smile. She enjoys doing her best in school and 
was very excited to be able to be part of the GT program 
this year. 

As she was exploring ideas for the cover of the program, 
she felt that being an astronaut would be the coolest thing 
ever! How better to demonstrate pushing boundaries and 
reaching for the stars, than to be an astronaut floating in 
space. Sundee is excited for her future and is grateful for 
her teachers and parents who have helped her get so far.
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Cover Art Contest 
Honorable Mentions

Claire Chilton 
Claire is a 13 year old 8th grader at High-
land Junior High School. She enjoys folk pop 
music, spinach-and-cheese pastries, and 
reading various genres of novels (as long as 
they’re interesting.) 

In her free time she likes to write, draw, ride 
her bike, and cuddle with her rabbit, Luna. 
She has many goals in life, but her most cur-
rent and pressing goal is to finish her home-
work.

Alexandor Wolman
My name is Alexander Wolman and I am 
a fifth-grader at Desert Trails Elementa-
ry School, in Mrs. Cox’s class. I’m originally 
from New York, but moved to Arizona three 
years ago and not regretting it. 

I have one beautiful sister, a cute dog, and 
two amazing parents. Somethings I enjoy 
doing are singing, dancing, acting, drawing, 
and most of all watching & playing hockey.

Each year AAGT holds a contest to design the front cov-
er of our annual conference program for the gifted and 

talented students of Arizona. 
It’s a hard to narrow it down to even just three covers, 

let alone one winner! A big congratulations to our 
winner and our honorable mentions!
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Our MISSION is to advocate for the diverse population of 
gifted and talented students in the state of Arizona.

Our VISION is to support the continuous improvement of 
educational opportunities for gifted and talented students 
commensurate with their needs and abilities.

AAGT is a resource for the information and guidance nec-
essary for parents, teachers, administrators, counselors, 
community stakeholders and legislators to develop and 
support gifted education in our state.  All of us share in the 
challenge to meet the needs of Arizona’s gifted children 
with limited funds for their education and development.

Meet your Board of Directors
2019-2020

ROBERT WALKER 
Past President

JULIE GUNNIGLE 
President

LORI MCCLELLAN 
Vice President

STEPHANIE NEWITT 
Secretary

ADAM LANINGHAM 
Financial Officer

KATHIE BAILEY

DENISE SIMS-HICKS

MAI-LON WONG

DONNA CAMPBELL

LOUISE TILL
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NOTES
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VISIT OUR EXHIBITORS
AAGT is appreciative of our exhibitors’ support of Gifted Education. 
Please take a moment to visit and see what fun and new products 

they have displayed.

In your conference bag you will find Exhibitor Bingo Cards (one card 
for Thursday and one card for Friday). Get a stamp from all the exhibi-

tors and turn it in at the Spotlight Session to win a prize!

Bright Child Books

Dynamynd

Engine-Uity, Ltd

Fusion Academy

Genius Coaching

The Great Books Foundation

H-IQ

Kendall Hunt Publishing Co.

RenzulliLearning

Riverside Insights

School Tours of America

Serin Center

thinkLaw
USBORNE Books

Main Lobby Exhibitors

ASU Prep Digital
Duke University Talent  

Identification Program (Duke TIP)

Grand Canyon University

Gary K. Herberger Young  
Scholars Academy

Pearson Clinical Assessments 

Stratum Laser Tag & Family  
Entertainment Center

Atrium 1 and 2 Exhibitors

AZ Aspire Academy  

Boys Hope Girls Hope of Arizona

Dr. Susan Baum - Keynote

San Tan Charter School    

Sphero EDU

Atrium 3 and 4 Exhibitors
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CONFERENCE CENTER MAP
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CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE

Thursday, February 6, 2020
7:00 AM Registration & Breakfast Main Lobby 

8:00 AM Opening Ceremonies  Black Canyon Ballroom

8:20 AM Keynote Presentation  Black Canyon Ballroom
  Dr. Nicole Tetreault

9:45 AM Breakout Session #1  See Program

11:00 AM Break | Visit Exhibitors - Stamp Bingo Card for Prizes!

11:15 AM Breakout Session #2  See Program

12:30 PM Lunch | Visit Exhibitors - Stamp Bingo Card for Prizes!
  Gifted Coordinators lunch held in the Cafe Dining Room

1:15 PM  Breakout Session #3  See Program

2:15 PM  Break | Visit Exhibitors - Stamp Bingo Card for Prizes!

2:30 PM Spotlight Session  Black Canyon Ballroom

3:30 PM Closing & Raffle Prizes  Black Canyon Ballroom

Friday, February 7, 2020
7:00 AM Registration & Breakfast Main Lobby 

8:00 AM Opening Ceremonies  Black Canyon Ballroom

8:20 AM Keynote Presentation  Black Canyon Ballroom
  Dr. Susan Baum

9:45 AM Breakout Session #1  See Program

11:00 AM Break | Visit Exhibitors - Stamp Bingo Card for Prizes!

11:15 AM Breakout Session #2  See Program

12:30 PM Lunch | Visit Exhibitors - Stamp Bingo Card for Prizes!

1:15 PM  Breakout Session #3  See Program

2:15 PM  Break | Visit Exhibitors - Stamp Bingo Card for Prizes!

2:30 PM Spotlight Session  Black Canyon Ballroom

3:30 PM Closing & Raffle Prizes  Black Canyon Ballroom
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MEET OUR KEYNOTES

Dr. Nicole A. Tetreault is a neuro-
scientist, researcher, author, and 
speaker who is dedicated to sharing 
the promise of neuroscience and 
psychology to improve the social 
and emotional lives of gifted learn-
ers. She received her Ph. D. from 
California Institute of Technology 
(Caltech) in neuroscience. Dr. Te-
treault has authored many scientific 
papers on topics of gifted experi-
ence, brain evolution and brain de-

velopment. Most recently, she has focused her efforts on studying the 
gifted experience by investigating the latest neuroscience, psycholo-
gy, and physiology research. Her forthcoming book on the neurosci-
ence of giftedness and the gifted experience, Feeling Color: An In-
sight into a Bright Mind, was released by Great Potential Press in 2019.

THURSDAY - DR. NICOLE A. TETREAULT

Dr. Susan Baum, Ph. D. is the Direc-
tor of the 2e Center for Research and 
Professional Development at Bridges 
Academy, a school for twice excep-
tional, and Provost of the Bridges 
Graduate School of Cognitive Diver-
sity in Education. Professor Emeritus 
from The College of New Rochelle, 
Susan is widely published in the ar-
eas of differentiated instruction, twice 
exceptional students, primary-aged 
gifted students, and social and emo-

tional factors affecting gifted students. Her books include Creativity 1,2,3; 
Chi Square, Pie Charts and Me; To Be Gifted and Learning Disabled: Strate-
gies for Helping Bright Students with LD, ADHD, and More; Multiple Intel-
ligences in the Elementary Classroom: A Teachers Toolkit; and Staying In 
Stepp: Nurturing the Social and Emotional Needs of Gifted Adolescents.

FRIDAY - DR. SUSAN BAUM
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Acridge, Kelly  Fri - 9:45 Araza, Cori  Thur - 9:45

Armstrong, Marlene Fri - 9:45 Baron, Janis  Fri - 1:15

Baum, Dr. Susan  Thur - 1:15,  
   Fri - 9:45

Belden, Nicole  Thur - 1:15,  
   Fri - 11:15

Boone, Laura  Thur - 11:15 Brothers, Kerry  Fri - 11:15

Brown, Karen  Thur - 11:15,  
   Fri - 11:15

Brown, Cindy  Thur - 9:45

Brulles, Dina  Thur - 9:45,  
   Thur - 11:15

Busse, Kayla  Thur - 9:45

Campbell, Donna  Thur - 11:15,  
   Fri - 1:15

Cimino, Christina  Fri - 9:45

Coplan, Rebecca  Fri - 1:15 Cottone, Dawn  Fri - 9:45

Courtright, Richard  Thur - 9:45,  
   Fri - 11:15

Cox, Kim   Thur - 9:45

Duncan, Alzira  Thur - 9:45 Emanuel, Kelly  Thur - 1:15

Feldman Adams, Deborah Thur - 11:15 Ferguson, Janet  Thur - 11:15

Field, Cathy  Thur - 9:45 Flores, Susan  Thur - 1:15

Francis, Erik  Thur - 11:15 Frank, Eryn  Thur - 1:15

Franklin, Cristen  Fri - 11:15 Fulk, Pamela  Fri - 11:15

Garis, Kate  Thur - 9:45 Gartell Liebhaber, Jennifer Thur - 1:15

Gonzales, Elizabeth Fri - 1:15 Graham, DJ  Fri - 9:45, 
   Fri - 1:15

Gunnigle, Julie  Thur - 11:15 Hagest, Bridget  Thur - 11:15

Hansen, Jaime  Fri - 11:15 Hauptli, Tawn  Fri - 1:15

Hayes, Jan  Thur - 1:15 Hunter, Dan  Fri - 9:45

Johnson, Alisa  Thur - 1:15

BREAKOUT SPEAKER INDEX

Landrith, Marianne  Thur - 11:15,  
   Thur - 1:15
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Lewis, Angela  Thur - 11:15 Massey, Vicki  Fri - 11:15

McIntosh, Jason  Thur - 9:45,  
   Fri - 9:45

Mishak, Ph. D., Debra Thur - 9:45, 
   Fri -1:15

Newitt, Stephanie  Fri - 9:45

Nichols, Jackie  Thur - 11:15

Norton-Scott, Susan Fri - 11:15

Planidin, Diane  Thur - 11:15

Posner, Randi  Fri - 1:15 Rabe, Karyn  Thur - 1:15

Ramirez, Myrna  Fri - 1:15 Sanschagrin Ed.D, Stephanie  Fri - 11:15

Schaffner, Elizabeth Thur - 9:45 Schwaiger, Christa  Thur - 1:15, 
   Fri - 11:15

Seale, Colin  Fri - 11:15, 
   Fri - 1:15

Serin, Dr. Amy  Thur - 1:15

Shamy, Stephanie  Fri - 9:45 Siegel, Otto  Fri - 9:45

Sjursen, Kari  Thur - 11:15 Stanton, Nancy L.  Thur - 9:45

Stunes, Amanda  Thur - 9:45 Tetreault, Dr. Nicole Thur - 9:45,  
   Fri - 1:15

Thelen, Michele  Thur - 1:15,  
   Fri - 11:15

Till, Louise  Thur - 9:45

Tischer, Michelle  Fri - 9:45 Toupin, Clarissa  Fri - 9:45

Twilling, Michael  Thur - 11:15 Voorhies, Margaret  Fri - 9:45

Warmbrand, Casey  Fri - 9:45 Warner, Elizabeth  Thur - 1:15

West Keur, Rebekah Fri - 11:15, 
   Fri - 1:15

Williams- Principal, Brooke Fri - 9:45

Wilson, Val  Thur - 11:15 Wood, Vanessa R.  Thur - 11:15

Zichichi, Tara  Fri - 1:15

Landry, Marni  Thur - 9:45 Laningham, Adam  Thur - 11:15

BREAKOUT SPEAKER INDEX



Are you an AAGT Member?
   We’d love to have you!

Benefits Include:
Discounts on AAGT Events

Scholarship Opportunities

Access to Members Only Section on the Website

Exclusive Partner Opportunities with Exhibitors like: 

  

Join today at 

arizonagifted.org/membership
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Arizona 
Room

STEM Integration - Problem Solving with a 
Purpose - Seed Drop
Marni Landry & Cori Araza  | Grand Canyon University

Experience an engaging hands-on lesson that will 
incorporate Science, Technology, Engineering and Math in 
order to design and test a solution related to the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goal “Life on Land.” 
This session will emphasize data collection, analysis, 
mathematical strategies, and global awareness. 

8:20 - 9:25   KEYNOTE

Black 
Canyon

Ballroom 

Understanding the Latest Neuroscience of 
Giftedness
Dr. Nicole Tetreault

Originating with a unique neuroanatomy and physiology, 
gifted people perceive and respond to the world 
differently, experiencing heightened emotional, sensory, 
motor, imaginational, and intellectual processing. Recent 
studies report that high IQ individuals are also at risk for 
psychological and physiological conditions. These studies 
join a growing body of scientific evidence providing 
guidance for gifted individuals to live a good life based 
on an accurate understanding of their greater capacity 
to take in the world based upon their uniquely expanded 
and elevated neuroanatomical and physiological systems. 
Participants will learn how our brains are as unique as a 
fingerprint, and how gifted experiences may be intense 
because we are simply “hard-wired” differently! “Gifted” 
are not better, not worse, but neurodiverse.  This talk 
opens a discussion based on accurate information and 
appropriate language that engenders compassion for the 
gifted experience. Understanding of the gifted experience 
through science we can learn to support the lives of gifted 
people as empowered advocates owning their voices and 
stories and engaging in a global dialogue.

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 1
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SENG PHOENIX
MENTAL HEALTH
 PROVIDERS DAY

 

 

 Join us  for  a dynamic day packed with a

morning keynote,  expert  panels,  valuable

discussions,  and making connections.

F E B R U A R Y  2 8 T H ,  2 0 2 0  

8 : 0 0 A M  - 4 : 0 0 P M

B A R R Y  G O L D W A T E R  H I G H  S C H O O L

2 8 2 0  W  R O S E  G A R D E N  L N ,  

P H O E N I X ,  A Z  8 5 0 2 7

 

 

QUESTIONS? Email Mike Postma:

Mike.Postma@sengifted.org

 

For Full Day Schedule and to Register: 

https://www.sengifted.org/events/seng-phoenix-

mental-health-providers-day
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Coyote 
Room

Keeping your Gifted Pull-Out Program Focused 
on Engagement and Thinking Skills
Amanda Stunes &  Elizabeth Schaffner  | Tucson Unified 
School District GATE Department

Itinerant teachers from Tucson Unified School District 
will share ideas from our interdisciplinary project/
problem-based learning units incorporating interactive 
journals, a variety of gifted thinking strategies, and 
Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity Icons. We will share our 
planning process and provide an example of a lesson 
from one of our high-interest units.

Desert Sky 
Room

Designing for Diversity: Inclusive Practices in 
Gifted Programming
Dina Brulles | Paradise Valley Unified School District

This interactive workshop provides a road-map for:  
1) implementing and sustaining inclusive gifted 
services that enfranchise under-served populations; 
and 2) extending equitable opportunities for diverse 
gifted learners. The presenter will increase participants’ 
understanding of general ability and share approaches 
for grouping diverse gifted learners to effectively guide 
instruction and measure growth. 

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 1

Boulder 
Room

Socratic Inquiry – Portal to Creative, Critical & 
Higher Order Thinking
Richard Courtright   | Duke University Talent 
Identification Program

When students engage in learning for understanding, 
its very nature involves creative, critical and higher 
order thinking. Engaged in learning for understanding, 
students gain an appreciation for why the knowledge 
and the skills are the important foundation of 
understanding. Centuries ago, Socrates provided the 
model for teaching for understanding – questioning.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Flagstone 
Room

Mental Health and Gifted Children: When to 
Seek Help
Debra Mishak, Ph. D.   | Winona State University

When do over-excitabilities and intensities reflect 
symptoms of debilitating mental illness?  This interactive 
session will be a presentation followed by a discussion 
where you can share your stories and concerns and be 
supported by others struggling with similar complex 
and frightening situations in their own families. 

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 1

Echo 
Canyon
Room

10 Strategies to Create an Equitable and 
Diverse Gifted Program
Louise Till & Alzira Duncan  | Tucson Unified School 
District

Are you interested in providing more equitable gifted 
services to students in your district? Would you like 
to increase the diversity of your gifted program? We 
will share a variety of strategies for teachers, gifted 
coordinators and administrators to improve equity 
and diversity in your gifted program. These strategies 
include targeted professional development, shifts in 
program options, increased support for early learners 
and high school students and other helpful methods. 

Horse-Shoe
Room

Blending SEL and Growth Mindset Strategies for 
Success
Cindy Brown | Paradise Valley Unified School District.
Sonoran Sky Elem.

Attendees will learn how to maximize SEL and Growth 
Mindset strategies to reduce anxiety, depression, and 
perfectionism, while promoting motivation, resilience, 
and confidence in students. Children’s literature, games 
and activities will be shared to assist teachers in their 
efforts to develop healthy mindsets.
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SENG PHOENIX
MINI CONFERENCE

 

SENG is pleased to bring the experience of the annual

conference to the local gifted ,  talented ,  and twice-exceptional

community of Phoenix ,  Arizona !  

 Join us for a dynamic day packed with a morning keynote ,

valuable breakout sessions ,  and making connections .

F E B R U A R Y  2 9 T H ,  2 0 2 0  

8 : 0 0 A M  - 4 : 3 0 P M

B A R R Y  G O L D W A T E R  H I G H  S C H O O L

2 8 2 0  W  R O S E  G A R D E N  L N ,  

P H O E N I X ,  A Z  8 5 0 2 7

 

 

QUESTIONS? Email Mike Postma:

mpost97@gmail.com

 

For Full Conference Schedule and to Register: 

https://www.sengifted.org/events/seng-phoenix-

mini-conference
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Joshua Tree 
Room

Equity and Excellence in Gifted Education
Jason McIntosh   | Washington Elementary School District

Unlike educational opportunity and economic 
prosperity, giftedness is truly colorblind. This session 
will describe three initiatives a district in Phoenix 
undertook in order to ensure equitable access to gifted 
programming. Provisional placement of high potential 
non-gifted students, the development of local norms, 
and universal screening with the HOPE Scale will be 
discussed.  

Library 
Room

Unraveling Many Misunderstood Aspects 
of Giftedness Including Perfectionism, 
Procrastination and Self-esteem
Dr. Nicole Tetreault   | Neuroscientist

Gifted people are often misunderstood and mislabeled 
as awkward geeks, maladjusted poets, oversensitive 
artists, hyperactive clowns, or antisocial misfits. 
Learn how the latest neuroscience, physiology, and 
psychology research debunks these stereotypes and 
leads to a fuller understanding of the gifted experience.

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 1

Sonoran 
Ballroom 1

Supporting and Developing Visual-Spatial 
Learners Through the Power of Play
Kayla Busse, Kate Garis & Cathy Field | Cartwright School 
District

As educators, we are filled with questions about how 
we can best nurture and develop the unique gifts our 
children bring. What impact does being identified as 
a nonverbal gifted learner have on the success of my 
students? What can I do as an educator to support my 
visual-spatial learner to develop and strengthen their 
unique talents? During this session, participants will 
learn more about the uniqueness of their visual-spatial 
learner and discover how to support these learners 
using the power of play.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Sonoran 
Ballroom 2

Empowering Gifted Learners Through 
Differentiation and Creativity
Kim Cox &  Nancy L Stanton  | Desert Trails Elementary - 
Paradise Valley Unified School District

This engaging workshop for teachers will show how 
creativity and innovation sparks a love of learning 
and increases student engagement.  Participants will 
learn practical uses of Depth of Knowledge, social 
and emotional strategies, and how differentiation can 
complement creativity and innovation so students not 
only feel respected but grow academically.

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 1



Coyote 
Room

NERD’s : Genius Needs to Blossom
Diane Planidin  

Navigate, Educate, be Resilient and Discover a child’s 
best way to flourish.

11:15 - 12:30 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Arizona 
Room

Establishing a Leadership Structure to Enact 
Change
Adam Laningham  & Val Wilson | Deer Valley Unified 
School District

We will discuss how a large suburban K-12 school 
district transformed from offering only a couple of 
limited gifted programs into one that now offers more 
than 20 unique programs for gifted students at all grade 
levels. The key is to establish a leadership team and 
structure to help better support the Coordinator and 
the schools. We will share how to form a team and both 
inspire you and provide a road map to start change in 
your district. 

Boulder 
Room

Imposter Syndrome and the Gifted Learner
Kari Sjursen  | Dove Mountain CSTEM K-8

Ever doubt your abilities? Felt like a fraud? Like everyone 
realizes you don’t belong?  Imposter syndrome can 
affect anyone. Join other imposters to learn what 
imposter syndrome is, why it is important that we 
acknowledge its’ effects, and gain ideas on how to help 
gifted learners cope with imposter feelings.

Your Input Matters
We value our colleagues and it is important to us to put on 
a quality conference  each year. The best way to do this is 
to hear what our attendees enjoy, what they would like to 
see added and what could be improved! 

Please take a minute to scan the QR code or go to http://bit.ly/
AAGT-Conference-Eval to give feedback on this year’s conference.
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Echo 
Canyon 
Room

Flexible Grouping and Collaborative Learning: 
Moving from “I can’t” to “I can”
Karen Brown & Dina Brulles  | Scottsdale Unified School 
District Gifted and Accelerated Learning

“I tried flexible grouping...but it became chaotic.  So, I 
quit!”  Sound familiar? Creating, implementing, and 
managing flexible grouping and collaborative learning 
structures puts teachers into a tailspin. Learn how to 
implement and successfully utilizing flexible grouping 
to build collaboration challenging all learners. The “how 
to” piece teachers are seeking!

11:15 - 12:30 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Desert Sky 
Room

Over-Excitabilities and Developmental Potential: 
An Anchor in the Neurology of Giftedness and 
the Future Studies of Highly-Profoundly Gifted 
Youth and Adolescents
Vanessa R. Wood  | IGC, Research Center for the Highly-
Profoundly Gifted 

The framework of our discussion will be supported 
by the correlations found in the IGC literature review 
manuscript between the distinguishing characteristics, 
behaviors and development of highly-profoundly gifted 
children and over-excitabilities from Dabrowski’s theory 
of development. #PGparadigmshift

Flagstone 
Room

Inquiring Minds: Teaching and Learning with 
Good Questions
Erik Francis | Maverik Education 

Learn how to create a culture of inquiry by rephrasing 
the performance objectives of academic standards and 
learning targets into good questions that assess and 
build students’ foundational knowledge, deepen their 
conceptual and procedural understanding, and develop 
their talent and thinking into personal expertise.
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11:15 - 12:30 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Horse-Shoe 
Room

Global Perspectives in a Gifted Classroom
Michael Twilling  | Herberger Young Scholars Academy 

Faced with the unprecedented challenges 
(opportunities?) of an increasingly interconnected 
world, digital natives in the 21st Century need to be 
well- versed in what it really means to have a global 
perspective. Students create mini-documentaries, 
make ties between local and global issues, propose 
solutions to the world’s most pressing problems, all 
while developing a sense of empathy along the way.

Joshua Tree 
Room

Let Me Show You What I Know!  Strategies to 
Reach Every Learner
Deborah Feldman Adams | Paradise Valley Unified 
School District 

Ensuring that all students have access to rigorous 
instruction and providing appropriate adaptations and 
accommodations  to meet diverse needs  especially for 
2E and culturally diverse populations.  Learn strategies 
a classroom teacher can incorporate easily that enable 
all learners to acquire content, make sense of ideas, 
develop products, and utilize strengths for students to 
demonstrate what they REALLY know.

Gold Dust 
Room

Embed Rigor & Elevate Thinking
Angela Lewis , Janet Ferguson & Bridget Hagest  | 
AZ Future Problem Solving 

Arizona Future Problem Solving is a process in which 
students practice both critical and creative thinking. 
Teams of students research, question and communicate 
around topics such as; Living in Poverty. Students 
analyze articles, discuss author’s claims and write 
logical problem statements. Teams then write one focus 
question that drives second half of the problem solving 
process. Finally, teams develop a theme, imagine word 
plays, develop characters’ PoV and build futuristic props 
for the final stage, sharing their presentations.
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11:15 - 12:30 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Library 
Room

Tips and Tools in Advocacy
Donna Campbell & Julie Gunnigle   | AAGT 

Teachers and parents often find themselves having 
to advocate for gifted students.  Participants will learn 
strategies to effectively make appeals on behalf of a 
student or groups of students. These same steps and 
strategies can be used in schools, at school board 
meetings, to foster community awareness and in 
government.  In addition, participants will be provided 
with information to become involved as a candidate for 
public office- the ultimate advocate!

Sonoran 
Ballroom 1

Mindfulness Practices for Student Success
Laura Boone  | Scottsdale Unified School District 

What is mindfulness? How can it help my students? 
Join us to learn what mindfulness is and to experience 
practices supporting academic, social, and emotional 
success. You will leave with ready to use resources for 
students...self-regulatory support along with a bucket 
full of confidence to try them out right away!

Sonoran 
Ballroom 2

Sustainable City Design and Place-Based 
Education: Engaging Low-Income Gifted 
Students in STEM
Jackie Nichols | Sunnyside Unified School District
Marianne Landrith | Pima County Superintendent’s Office

Challenges of low-income schools include recruiting 
and supporting gifted students in STEM programs. Two 
educators share their perspectives on engaging gifted 
students in STEM in low-income schools. Attendees 
will gain practical ideas to begin or enhance their gifted 
STEM classrooms. Come prepared to play, consider, 
and share ideas and experiences.
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Arizona 
Room

Inquiry Based Instruction: Equipping the 21st 
Century Learner to Critically Think, Question, 
and Collaborate!
Kelly Emanuel | The Great Books Foundation 

As a 21st century learner, students must be able to 
communicate, collaborate and think critically. In this 
session, Kelly Emanuel will model, and participants 
will experience, the adept use of asking questions as 
an instructional tool.  Participants will convene around 
a common text and engage in a sequence of activities.

Boulder 
Room

Projecting Student Voice with Technology-
Infused Strategies Increasing Opportunities 
for Gifted Scholars to Engage in Meaningful 
Discourse
Elizabeth Warner &  Eryn Frank   | Paradise Valley Unified 
School District 

Engage in interactive technology strategies that 
guarantee opportunities for your gifted scholars project 
their voice in projects and classroom discussions. 
Explore and practice technology-based resources that 
ask students to describe and reflect on their thinking 
process.

Coyote 
Room

Top Ten Things To Do and Not Do With A Gifted 
Child
Dr. Amy Serin | Serin Center 

Parenting and teaching gifted kids can be tricky. 
Parents and teachers need guidance on how to 
navigate gifted sensitivities and high abilities while 
maintaining  boundaries and balance.  This interactive, 
engaging presentation highlights tips from the latest 
neuroscience and breaks them down into easy to follow 
guidelines to help even the most difficult gifted kids 
thrive.

1:15 - 2:15
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 3

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
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Desert Sky 
Room

A Gifted Child’s Bill of Rights: What You Need to 
Know
Jennifer Gartell Liebhaber | Scottsdale Unified School 
District 

This interactive session will discuss each of the NAGC 
Gifted Child‚‘s Bill of Rights and explore high-quality 
resources that teachers and parents can use to support 
those rights.  We will explore ways to help foster our 
gifted children’s abilities and talents while also giving 
them space to be kids.

Echo 
Canyon 
Room

STEM + MULTICULTURAL INTEGRATION = 
STEMM!
Alisa Johnson | San Tan Charter School 

STEM + Multicultural Integration = STEMM!   From 
problem solving to creativity and innovation, STEM 
is the story of people.   People from all cultures and 
tribes.  People across all time periods.  This workshop 
explores the endless possibilities of integrating cultural 
studies, traditions and stories into science, technology, 
engineering and math curricula to create NEW STEMM 
projects, extensions and research applications.

Flagstone 
Room

A Mere Modification: Social and Emotional 
Learning Practices (not another program)
Karyn Rabe | Cherokee Elementary School, Scottsdale 
Unified School District 

SEL...the new buzzword.  Every exhibitor offers a 
“product” integrating SEL into the curriculum.  But, 
research shows these programs don’t reap the 
benefits they claim.  To glean the necessities, the core 
competencies must be integrated as practices. Learn 
to integrate SEL with a mere modification to what you’re 
already doing.

1:15 - 2:15
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 3

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
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Gold Dust 
Room

Gifted Enrichment Club
Nicole Belden & Christa Schwaiger | Cartwright School 
District #83 

Does your campus need engaging, novel ways to meet 
the needs of your gifted students?  Well look no further!  
Gain practical tools that help extend students’ learning 
with fun hands-on, critical thinking activities.  Walk away 
with the tools to start your campus’ very own Gifted 
Enrichment Club.

Horse-Shoe 
Room

My Child is Bored and Needs to be Challenged!
Susan Flores | Fireside Elementary School 

“My child is bored and needs to be challenged!” This 
workshop will give you the tools to differentiate in the 
elementary school gifted cluster classroom that is 
easy for teachers and exciting for students. Experience 
hands-on challenges that support student choice and 
your curriculum.

Joshua Tree 
Room

Tactical Serendipity: The Power of 
Collaboration
Marianne Landrith & Michele Thelen | Pima County School 
Superintendent’s Office 

Feeling alone and isolated in your work? Learn proven 
strategies for connecting and collaborating with 
other gifted educators and leaders. This session will 
discuss how ideas become actions, collective efficacy 
flourishes, and support for seemingly isolated work is 
nurtured. Based on the model of the Southern Arizona 
Gifted Network.

1:15 - 2:15
   

BREAKOUT 
Session 3

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
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Library 
Room

Dual Differentiation: A Must for Twice 
Exceptional Learners
Dr. Susan Baum | Director of the 2e Center for Research 
and Professional Development at Bridges Academy 

2e students have two paradoxical sets of needs that 
need to be addressed in ways that address their bright 
minds while helping them avoid areas of challenge. In 
this session you will experience activities that are dually 
differentiated.  A model will be shared to help you design 
similar opportunities for students in your classrooms.

Sonoran 
Ballroom 2

Yes, Math can be Creative and Innovative:  See 
M2 and M3 for Yourself!
Jan Hayes   | Kendall Hunt Publishers 

Act as real mathematicians with innovative, research-
based M2 and M3:  compare Egyptian, Chinese, and 
base 10 number systems, to decode a “MoLi stone.”  
Learn a magic trick, really a clever use of algebra. 
Examine a Guinness Book of World Records, and think 
how you would set your own record.

1:15 - 2:15
   

BREAKOUT 
Session 3

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Certificates of Attendance will be distributed as you exit 
at the end of the day.

Don’t miss the raffle prizes in the ballroom during 
closing ceremonies!

You may win a 1 -Year Renzulli Learning Site 
License with 2 Online Professional 
Development Days - A $5000 Value!
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

2:30 - 3:30  SPOTLIGHT SESSION

Black
Canyon

Ballroom

Arizona Association for the Gifted and Talented 
Awards Ceremony

Eye on National Association for Gifted Children 
Innovations & Celebrations in Gifted Education

Diverse domain student innovations

2020 AAGT Dr. James T. Webb 
Friend of the Gifted Award

Peter Laing, Arizona Department of Education 
Director of Gifted Education/ Advanced Placement

2020 AAGT Gifted Education  
Leadership of the Year Award 

Dr. LeeAnn Aguilar-Lawlor 
Superintendent | Cartwright School District

2020 AAGT Gifted Education 
Teacher of the Year Award

Gail Oxford
Gifted Specialist | Buckeye Elementary School District
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Your Input Matters
We value our colleagues and 
it is important to us to put on a 
quality Conference  each year. 
The best way to do this is to hear 
what our attendees enjoy, what 
they would like to see added 
and what could be improved! 

Please take a minute to scan the QR code or go to 
http://bit.ly/AAGT-Conference-Eval to give feed-
back on this year’s Conference.

Gifted Education is Local
One of the most commonly heard refrains is that 
“these students will succeed anyway.” This persistent 
myth - that gifted students will achieve high grades 
and test scores, be accepted into the nation’s most se-
lective universities and go on to great achievements, 
all without the benefit of strategies tailored to meet 
their learning differences and unique social & emo-

tional needs in K-12 education, is just that - a myth.

Together we can:
Encourage the growth of quality programs offered by 

school communities

Disseminate information related to gifted children

Investigate the diverse needs of gifted students in AZ.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

8:20 - 9:25   KEYNOTE

Black 
Canyon

Ballroom 

Courting Creativity:  A Cornucopia of Ideas
Dr. Susan Baum
Is creativity alive and well your classroom?  Do you set 
the stage for your students to come up with innovative 
ideas within all areas of the curriculum?  In this keynote 
you will have the opportunity to experience a variety of 
ideas to inspire creative thinking in your classroom

Arizona 
Room

Practical Stress Relief in Classroom and during 
Homework
Otto Siegel   | Genius Coaching

Kids love to move their bodies. Creative and playful 
exercises enhance neurological connections in the 
brain and the motivation to learn. They improve focus, 
creative thinking and significantly reduce disruptive 
behavior. Participants will experience the immediate 
power of these specific exercises and understand their 
biological background. At the same time the parents 
will be motivated to apply the same techniques during 
homework and might even experience the benefits for 
their own stress management.

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
Session 1
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Coyote 
Room

Supporting the Whole Child
Margaret Voorhies   | Tempe Elementary School District 

Join us to discuss the unique affective needs of so 
many gifted children. The discussion will include 
contributing characteristics, useful strategies and 
available resources to help you and the parents of your 
students support their social emotional needs.

Desert Sky 
Room

Digging Deeper: How flipping a biology and a 
geometry class empowered gifted students to 
explore further.
Casey Warmbrand & Clarissa Toupin  | Gary K. Herberger 
Young Scholars Academy

This seminar will share our experiences flipping a 
geometry and a biology class. Flipping our class model 
lessened homework and empowered students to dig 
deeper, benefiting instructors and students.  Come to 
this seminar to learn about flipped resources and find 
out more about how gifted learners thrive in this model.

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 1

Boulder 
Room

Learning in the Open World: Using Inspiration 
From Video Games to Flip the Classroom and 
Facilitate Project Based Learning
DJ Graham   | Herberger Young Scholars Academy

Gifted students have more access and control over 
knowledge than any other generation. To help reach 
these students, embracing the open world, a concept 
derived from video games, gives students control 
over how they learn and showcase understanding. 
Participants will learn best practices in facilitating 
learning in a project based environment, as well as 
three principles of open world learning.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
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Echo 
Canyon 
Room

Six Classic Gifted Instructional Strategies 
Re-conceived
Jason McIntosh  | Washington Elem. School District

This session will describe NEW ways to adapt OLD 
strategies in order to get more bang for your buck. The 
newly conceived and renamed strategies covered by 
the presenter include Tiering With Teeth, the Compactor 
Extractor, the Kaplan Carousel, the Extensionizer, 
Cubing Re-conceived, and the 3S4K Critical Thinking 
Model.

Flagstone 
Room

Incoming!  Raise shields!
Stephanie Newitt   | GTParent Mentor

Have you ever had to put your own mental systems on 
red alert as you anticipated a meeting with an intense 
parent?  This presentation offers educators defensive 
and offensive supports and strategies to negotiate 
a most difficult minefield -- the Intensities of Gifted 
Parents.  Come hear a parent’s perspective on what 
works so you are able to “Lower shields.”

Gold Dust 
Room

Through the Gifted Lens:  Creating a 
Makerspace That Engages All!
Stephanie Shamy, Kelly Acridge & 
Brooke Williams-Principal | Laguna Elementary

Makerspace! The what, why, and how! From conception 
to classroom implementation with resources and tips! 
Learn how to captivate your gifted students using 
a constructivist project based learning approach. 
Through Makerspace, students learn concepts through 
exploration, innovation, and collaboration while 
fostering learning, creativity, and problem solving in a 
unique environment.

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 1

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
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Horse-Shoe 
Room

From Frustration to Flow: Supporting Gifted 
Writers
Christina Cimino   | Canyon Springs STEM Academy

This session will take teachers from the physical 
obstacles through the structural and ideation obstacles 
we see in our classrooms that affect our students’ 
writing. Every step along the way,  participants will 
receive practical strategies and lesson ideas to bring 
back to their classrooms to ignite a love of writing as 
well as deeper, richer writing from our gifted learners.

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 1

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Joshua Tree 
Room

How to Build a Gifted Program from the Ground 
Up
Marlene Armstrong & Michelle Tischer  | San Tan Charter 
School

Teachers and administrators will learn how to start a 
gifted program from the ground up.  Tools and strategies 
presented are easily implemented and proven to work 
in three different school systems.

Library 
Room

Brains wired differently: Teaching Gifted 
Students with ADHD, ASD, and Dyslexia
Dr. Susan Baum   | Director of the 2e Center for Research 
and Professional Development at Bridges Academy

Are you creating a 2e friendly environment  in which 
your bright but challenged learners can thrive? In this 
interactive session, participants will explore the unique 
brain wiring experienced by bright students with ADHD, 
Dyslexia, or Autism and how to develop strategies that 
align to their unique brain wiring.
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Sonoran 
Ballroom 1

Innovative Strategies to Create Meaningful 
Learning Experiences in the Gen. Ed. Classroom
Dawn Cottone   | Vertex Education

How do we reach the Gifted Students in our classrooms? 
These students deserve to be challenged and to learn 
something new everyday.  Meeting the needs of the 
Gifted Learner may seem like a challenge; however,  
with the right innovative strategies, Gifted Learners can 
be challenged everyday.

Sonoran 
Ballroom 2

You Can Only Imagine
Dan Hunter |  Hunter Higgs LLC

“You Can Only Imagine” is a workshop for parents, 
teachers, and school administrators to explore how 
we all use imagination, how to generate ideas, and 
how to help students engage their imaginations.  We 
will discuss assessment methods for imagination and 
provide insight into teaching for creativity.

9:45 - 11:00 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 1

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Certificates of Attendance will be distributed as you exit 
at the end of the day.

Don’t miss the raffle prizes in the ballroom during 
closing ceremonies!

You may win a 1 -Year Renzulli Learning Site 
License with 2 Online Professional 
Development Days - A $5000 Value!
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11:15 - 12:30 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 2

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Arizona 
Room

A World of Potential: Gifted Language Learners
Christa Schwaiger & Nicole Belden | Cartwright School 
District

How can you develop your  students’ gifted potential 
when they are still learning English? Discover how to 
leverage your students’ gifts to support their language-
learning needs.  Join us in this engaging hands-on 
workshop and learn language-supportive gifted 
strategies you can apply in your classroom tomorrow!

Boulder 
Room

THE SYNTHESIS MODEL: A “Unified Field 
Theory” of Gifted Education Curriculum & 
Instruction
Richard Courtright | Duke University Talent 
Identification Program

Teachers can be overwhelmed by the number and 
variety of systems and models. This session will 
provide a synthesis of several major concepts from 
psychology, gifted, and general education in a graphic 
representation showing the interrelationships among 
the various systems, including Adler, Gallagher, Renzulli, 
Kaplan, and others illuminating their complementarity.

Coyote 
Room

Extend with STEM
Stephanie Sanschagrin Ed.D | Deer Valley Unified School 
District

A gifted learner needs the ability to expand their 
learning when they have mastered Tier 1 instruction. 
This presentation will give an overview of STEM and the 
creative design process with an interactive simulation 
where participants work with extension activities. The 
goal will be to have teachers gain a STEM mindset for 
expanding their gifted students learning.
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Desert Sky 
Room

Easy Ways to Incorporate Genius Hour into your 
Day!
Cristen Franklin & Jaime Hansen  | Canyon Springs STEM 
Academy

Genius Hour and 20 Time Project allows teachers to 
incorporate a multitude of standards in a variety of 
ways.  These projects are prefect for the Gifted learner 
as it allows them the freedom of choice, the capability 
of presenting their findings, and the flexibility to pursue 
a topic they are passionate about.

Echo 
Canyon 
Room

Maker Spaces Make Sense
Vicki Massey   | Guides By Their Sides, LLC

Maker Spaces are the perfect environment for students 
to develop their STEM and creative problem solving 
skills.  But how do you do them on the cheap? Gather 
information about funding and guidelines, as well as 
see pictures from a variety of Maker Spaces at home, in 
schools, and communities.

11:15 - 12:30 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 2

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Flagstone 
Room

Harnessing the Power of “Yet”: Engaging, 
Motivating and Challenging ALL Learners
Karen Brown   | Scottsdale Unified School District

One small word, an immense impact on the learning 
process. “Yet” infers a growth mindset, it builds 
confidence and the belief in one‚‘s self as a learner. 
See how the power of one small word can dramatically 
increase achievement. Every accomplishment starts 
with the decision to try!
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Gold Dust 
Room

Building Democracy, Oral Communication Skills 
and Passion in Your Gifted Students
Rebekah West Keur & Pamela Fulk  | Paradise Valley 
Unified School District

Ignite discussion with engaging strategies that foster 
the 4cs, support equity, and provide an academic 
challenge. In this workshop, attendees will learn how to 
turn their classroom into a student-centered world of 
discovery, rich with productive and authentic 
discussions.

11:15 - 12:30 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 2

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Horse-Shoe 
Room

Diving Deeper with your Gifted Students in 
STEM/Problem Based Learning
Kerry Brothers   | Canyon Springs STEM Academy/Deer 
Valley Unified School District

Attendees will experience in real-time the introduction, 
process, and management of STEM/PBL lessons that 
provide depth for your gifted learners. Be prepared to 
participate and learn!

NAGC Book of the Year Award, Practitioner Category:

“A Teacher’s Guide to Flexible Grouping and Collaborative Learning”
Dina Brulles and Karen L. Brown

NAGC Curriculum Award: 

“Microscopic Monsters and the Scientists Who Slay Them”
Jason McIntosh

NAGC David W. Belin Advocacy Award:

Donna Campbell
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Joshua Tree 
Room

One is Not Enough:  Generating Multiple 
Strategies to Solve Math Problems
Susan Norton-Scott   | Math Olympiads

This active session is designed for teachers wanting 
students to find numerous ways to solve math problems.  
The teacher truly becomes the “guide on the side” as 
learners follow the 5-step process that champions non-
traditional problem solving.  Use this process in your 
classroom next week!

Library 
Room

Talking about Controversy Without Becoming 
The Controversy
Colin Seale  | thinkLaw

In a time when adults struggle to engage in civil 
discussion, how can educators ensure that they can 
discuss controversial topics in school without it going 
so sideways that they become the controversy? This 
session will help educators teach students how to 
disagree without being disagreeable, conduct more 
productive discussions, and seamlessly integrate 
these topics into standards-aligned instruction to avoid 
allegations of indoctrination.

Sonoran 
Ballroom 2

Creators & Innovators Using New AZ Science & 
SS Standards: What Does it all Mean?
Michele Thelen   | Marana Unified School District

Arizona has new Science & Social Studies standards! 
Celebrate! The pedagogy behind both sets of standards 
completely aligns with gifted strategies, differentiation 
and is inquiry-driven. With the new approach students 
will be at the forefront as they think, act, and explain 
their world like a true creator & innovator!

11:15 - 12:30 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 2

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
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Arizona 
Room

The Bigger Picture: Leveraging G/T Education 
to Maximize Achievement for ALL Students
Colin Seale  | thinkLaw

Obsessing over closing achievement gaps prevents us 
from shattering achievement ceilings. But what if gifted 
champions could advocate for resources gifted learners 
need and leverage these same tools to unleash the full 
potential of all students? Join us to re-imagine gifted 
teaching techniques as a district-wide transformation 
strategy.

Boulder 
Room

The Talk: How to Have Difficult Conversations
DJ Graham  | Herberger Young Scholars Academy

Difficult conversations with parents are never easy, and 
discussions with parents of gifted students can bring 
about their own set of challenges and opportunities. 
Participants will learn to acknowledge moments 
that need further discussion, to set clear goals for 
conversations, tactics for conducting a meeting, and 
reaching resolutions.

1:15 - 2:15 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 3

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Coyote 
Room

Looking Out for Number One:  Self-Care for 
Gifted Educators
Debra Mishak, Ph. D.  | Winona State University

In this session we will explore our personality traits that 
can combine with the stresses of our work as gifted 
educators to make us feel overwhelmed or experience 
burnout and compassion fatigue.  Come learn ways to 
nurture ourselves and revitalize both our personal and 
professional lives.
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Flagstone 
Room

The Needs of a Middle School Gifted Program
Rebekah West Keur  | Paradise Valley Unified School 
District

Gifted students differ from their age level peers in 
cognitive development, their modes of learning and 
motivation, their interests, and their needs. This session 
will showcase the needs of these unique learners and 
discuss programming to address these needs including: 
identification, assessment, affective development, and 
curriculum and instruction.

Desert Sky 
Room

Fostering a Habit of Mindfulness in the 
Classroom
Donna Campbell  | AAGT

Many gifted students feel angst and anxiety when they 
do not feel understood or validated.  One way to reduce 
the level of anxiety and stress, which interferes with the 
student’s ability to fully attend to the present moment, 
is to practice mindful awareness in the classroom. This 
session explores ways teachers can foster a habit of 
mindfulness so students can develop a healthy way to 
respond to life’s challenges.

Echo 
Canyon 
Room

Enrichment and Talent Development in Primary 
Grades
Elizabeth Gonzales & Myrna Ramirez | Tucson Unified 
School District

Itinerant teachers from Tucson Unified School District 
will share their district’s model of Talent Development 
for kindergarten and first grade students. GATE teachers 
provide talent development (enrichment) lessons 
using the P.E.T.S. (Primary Education Thinking Skills) 
curriculum, which teaches convergent, divergent, 
evaluative and visual/spatial thinking in a fun, interactive 
way. The purpose of this program is to provide all early 
learners gifted services with a focus on critical thinking. 

1:15 - 2:15 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 3

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 



41

Gold Dust 
Room

Integration in the Elementary Classroom
Tara Zichichi & Rebecca Coplan | Knox Gifted Academy

Integrated Curriculum demonstrates to students that 
the world around us isn’t isolated, but interdependent. 
Ideas of how to incorporate math and language arts into 
the world of science and social studies will be explored 
as it creates a well-rounded, real-world, hands on, 
connected, collaborative, and integrated approach to 
gifted learning.

Joshua Tree 
Room

Create a  Social-Emotional Classroom
Randi Posner  | Paradise Valley Unified School District

In this presentation we will discuss the many traits of 
gifted children that create social emotional issues 
including asynchronous development. I will give you 
simple strategies to incorporate into your classroom 
tomorrow to strengthen the community and address 
the social emotional needs of gifted children.

1:15 - 2:15 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 3

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Library 
Room

How Creativity Unlocks Unique Brain Networks
Dr. Nicole Tetreault  | Neuroscientist

The creative brain engages unconventional brain 
networks where manifestation of divergent thinking 
emerges. In this segment, Dr. Tetreault will discuss 
new research and why your friend, partner, child, or co-
worker is not just  “spaced out”. They may be in deep 
creative thought, developing the latest invention or 
work of art.
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Sonoran 
Ballroom 1

“I’m Done; What Do I Do Now?”: Meeting the 
Challenge of Academically Advanced Students  
K-8
Janis Baron  | MAGE (Massachusetts Association for 
Gifted Education)

What are the differences between a bright child 
and a gifted learner? How can these students be 
appropriately challenged within a regular classroom? 
Did you know that some children are identified as 
“twice exceptional” due to having both high abilities and 
a learning disability? In a highly interactive workshop, 
learn to identify and challenge your most able learners, 
some of whom may have already mastered the content 
you are about to teach. Discover a host of resources 
and strategies that better meet their needs, with an 
emphasis on practical applications.

Sonoran 
Ballroom 2

Interdisciplinary Activities for Global Citizenship: 
People, Food, Energy and Sustainability
Tawn Hauptli  | Mesa Community College

Discover hands-on activities to help gifted students 
think critically and creatively about global challenges 
to the planet and human well-being, and their roles 
as global citizens. Engage in activities that build skills 
in science, social studies and mathematics while 
introducing concepts of sustainability, resource use and 
living conditions around the globe.

1:15 - 2:15 
   

BREAKOUT 
SESSION 3

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

2:30 - 3:30  SPOTLIGHT SESSION

Black
Canyon

Ballroom

The Great Gifted Journey in Arizona!  

Gifted students are no longer invisible in Arizona.  
We have much to be grateful for and to celebrate.  
Are we finished?  NO WAY!  It takes all of us to 
educate locally, in the state and nationally to 
change the perception of what gifted students 
need to accommodate their learning differences.  
Your passion and your resolve to create change is 
the strength behind AAGT’s advocacy efforts!  In 
this session, we will celebrate YOU, our progress 
together in advocating for funding for gifted 
education,  and how we can together change the 
future!  
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Gifted 101 Summer Tour
Three one-day seminars in gifted training at

convenient locations near you.

The 2020 tour will feature

June 8
Tucson

June 9
Tempe

June 10
Flagstaff

Dr. Brian Housand
"Increasing Student Engagement With

Choice, Creativity, Complexity, And Curiosity"

arizonagifted.org/summer-tour

$50 $65
Members NonMembers

7:30 AM Registration • Workshop 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Pricing does not include lunch


