KEY NOTE ADDRESS: (Thursday, February 2, 2012: 3:30-4:45pm)
Preparing Gifted Students to be Successful Citizens of the World: 
Now and in the Future

How we prepare a largely diverse group of gifted and advanced learners today informs their future in an increasingly complex and ever-changing global society. The research is explicit in what this preparation should look like, and includes, for the most part, the following learning opportunities that are the target for classroom instruction regardless of the gifted education program implemented. Knowledge transfer skills require students to be able to use what one knows to understand or solve related problems, in addition to applying this knowledge to a new concept or experience. Students must also be producers of new knowledge as they apply it in solving real-world problems. Reflection as a process is another critical skill and includes the analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of information and data, and further includes learning to become constructively critical. These two target skills encompass the abilities to communicate, collaborate, think critically and problem solve, the hallmarks of 21st century learning. This key-note address offers personal insight, the current research on preparing gifted students for the future, and highlights who is primarily responsible for this preparation.

Preparing Special Populations of Gifted Learners for the 21st Century: 
A Focus on Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

This session will focus on the necessity for students to be critical thinkers and problem solvers. The job opportunities that will be available when the current class of kindergarteners graduate from college have yet to be identified. Nonetheless, corporate and business leaders, economists, and those who dabble in predicting the future all agree that regardless of what the future holds our most successful citizens; our most productive employees, will be able to engage in critical thinking and problem solving behaviors. In this session, information will be shared with participants that will require them to reflect on their own classroom practices and to define their own “hinge points” that are essential to student success. 

A Special Focus on Gifted Hispanic/Latino Students: How Teachers, Coordinators, and Directors Can Help Them be Successful Now and in the Future 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Why is it important for our country’s best and brightest Hispanic/Latino students to participate in advances academic programs like gifted education, honors, advanced placement, and international baccalaureate? Perhaps your insights in answering this question inform classroom practices and supervisory or administrative behaviors, attitudes, and perceptions. In part, this session will focus on the adult variable of the gifted education equation, inviting participants to engage in reflection, to think critically, and to collaborate and communicate with each other in how they are invested in serving this unique sub-group of gifted students. An added emphasis will be on the programmatic changes in practices at the school and district level that should foster the kind of learning climate that will help prepare our gifted Hispanic/Latino students for the 21st century.
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